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An Interview
with Meg Cabot
What was your inspiration for Abandon?
It was the myth of Hades and Persephone. I came across it in
high school. I was hooked right away…. There’s something
so compelling about a guy who falls so desperately in love
with a girl that he’s willing to kidnap her and allow the earth
to be destroyed rather than give her up, because he’s doomed
forever to rule over the dark Underworld, and he can’t stand
to be without her.

Why were you interested in the myth of Persephone?

Now she’s got to face life after death. But she soon learns it is not as
easy to start over as she had hoped, especially since the mysterious
person that she met while she was dead—John Hayden—won’t
seem to let her.
Pierce thinks she knows what he wants, and it isn’t something she’s
ready to give him. But he’s also the only person who understands
what she’s been through. At the same time, she can’t understand
him. It’s almost like he hasn’t had any kind of human contact in
years…which is dangerous, especially since everywhere Pierce goes,
trouble seems to follow, and he seems determined to protect her.
But people can be extremely compelling when they seem
dangerous…especially when they’re as dark and mysterious as John.
Pierce is drawn to him in a way she can’t understand. And that
might be what scares her most of all.

What do you hope readers will take away from Abandon?
All of the main characters in Abandon have actually been
abandoned in some way, often because they’re unwilling—or
unable—to conform to societal norms.
But it’s okay not to be normal. What some people may consider
“different” or even “crazy” may actually be the thing that ends up
making you special, and saving you in the end. And the person
who scares you most could be the only person who knows what’s
truly in your heart.
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I think everyone can relate to that scary feeling of falling in
love for the first time—you really do think you’d be willing to
do anything for that person.
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And then there’s that sense a lot of teenagers have of never
feeling quite like you fit in. I was always longing to find that
one special person who would not only understand me, but
come and take me away to a place where, not only would I
finally belong, but I would be wholly and completely loved.

Books are available from your local bookstore
or usual supplier, or from:
Scholastic, 2931 East McCarty Street, P.O. Box 7502,
Jefferson City, MO 65102.
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But that kind of love and longing often turns out to be dark
and scary, like it does in the myth of Persephone. And that’s
how it turns out in Abandon, too.

What can you tell us about your character
Pierce Oliviera?
Pierce is definitely a heroine who has been through a lot, even
though she’s only seventeen. She’s already died (and been
revived), but she can never forget what she saw during the
short time she was dead—and of course no one believes her.
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Reading Group Guide

ABOUT THE BOOK
Seventeen-year-old Pierce knows what
happens to us when we die. That’s how she
met John Hayden, the mysterious stranger
who’s made returning to normal life—or
at least life as Pierce knew it before the
accident—next to impossible. Though she
thought she escaped him—starting a new
school in a whole new place—it turns out she
was wrong. He finds her.
What does John want from her? Pierce
thinks she knows…just like she knows he’s
no guardian angel, and his dark world isn’t
exactly heaven. But she can’t stay away from
him, either, especially since he’s always there
when she least expects it, but exactly when
she needs him most.
But if she lets herself fall any further, she
might find herself back in the place she fears
the most. And when Pierce discovers the
shocking truth, that’s exactly where John
sweeps her: The Underworld.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.	At the novel’s opening, Pierce states, “Anything can
happen in the blink of an eye. Anything at all.” How
does this ominous statement foreshadow the events that
transpire in Abandon?
2.	Consider the classic tale of Persephone and Hades.
Though Cabot’s adaptation is described as a darkly
reimagined homage to this hallmark of Greek
mythology, in what ways does Abandon remain faithful
to her inspiration? In your opinion, what are some of
the most important differences between the two stories?
3.	Abandon is told in first person; how would the story be
different if someone besides Pierce were telling it? Do
you think changing the point of view would make the
story better or worse? Why?

4.	Describe Pierce. What makes her a dynamic character?
Is she the type of person you would want to befriend?
Why or why not? Does she remind you of anyone
you know? Does anything about her remind you
of yourself?
5.	Consider Pierce and John’s encounter at the graveyard
following her grandfather’s funeral; though she is still a
child when they first become acquainted, how does this
meeting serve as a catalyst for change in each of their
lives? Offer specific examples from the text to support
your statements.

COMPARISONS
You can have interesting discussions comparing the
themes in Abandon to those in the following books.
Francesca Lia Block. Psyche in a Dress. HarperCollins, 2008.
A young woman, Psyche, searches for her lost love and
questions her true self in a modern retelling of Greek myths.
Julius Lester. Cupid. Harcourt, 2007.
In this modern retelling, Cupid, the spoiled and mischievous
god of love, is attracted to and marries the beautiful mortal,
Psyche, and both learn many lessons about the nature of love.

6.	Why is the necklace John gives Pierce such an
important gift? What role does it play in protecting her?
Consider the necklace’s own tragic history—how does
Pierce’s ownership of it fit into that puzzle?

Alyson Noël. Evermore: The Immortals. St. Martin’s
Griffin, 2009.
Since the car accident that claimed the lives of her family,
sixteen-year-old Ever can see auras and hear people’s thoughts,
and hides from other people until she meets Damen, another
psychic teenager who is hiding even more mysteries.

7.	How would you describe Pierce’s family? With
whom does she seem closest? To what extent are the
relationships of these characters shaped by the world
around them? To what extent do their relationships
shape that world?

Melissa Marr. Wicked Lovely. HarperCollins, 2007.
Seventeen-year-old Aislinn is drawn into a centuries-old battle
by Keenan, the terrifying but alluring Summer King, who
determines that she must become his queen and save summer
from perishing.

8.	In Abandon, fear both motivates and incapacitates
Pierce. Consider how she deals with her fears. In
what ways does she acknowledge them? Are her fears
justified? Is she able to turn to others for help? What are
the consequences of her reactions?
9.	Explain the significance of the title, Abandon. In
what ways does it accurately describe the events and
relationships portrayed in the novel?
10.	In what ways is Pierce’s life similar to that of
Persephone’s from the classic Greek myth? How are they
different? What are some of the unique challenges faced
by each of them? Do you think one has a significantly
easier life? Explain your answer.
11.	How would you characterize the relationship between
Pierce and John? Do you feel that it changes over the
course of the novel? If so, in what ways?
12.	Using the phrase, “This is a story about…,” supply five
words to describe Abandon. Explain your choices.

Esther Friesner. Nobody’s Princess. Random House, 2007.
Headstrong Helen, who will be called queen of Sparta and
Helen of Troy one day, learns to fight, hunt, and ride horses
while disguised as a boy, and goes on an adventure throughout
the Mediterranean world.
Kelly Armstrong. The Summoning. HarperCollins, 2009.
Chloe Saunders is haunted by a particularly violent ghost and is
sent to Lyle House, a center for disturbed teens, where she finds
herself investigating a series of other paranormal happenings.

WEBSITES
A comprehensive website focused on all areas of Greek
myths: www.greekmythology.com
A site dedicated to the heroes, gods, and monsters of
Greek mythology: www.mythweb.com
A site for exploring Greek mythology and the gods in
classical literature and art: www.theoi.com

